Northerly Island is a man-filled peninsula located on the north side of the Chicago Park
District. It was re-built as a city park designed by Studio Gang in 2003. Before 2003, it was
a city airport called Meigs Field. Former Mayor Richard M. Delay accused this airport was
too close to the downtown, which might be the terrorism’s target. He ordered several
bulldozers to destroy the runway in one night in 2003. Then Meigs Field became a city
park. Twenty years past, the construction of this island has been paused due to the lack
of financial support. However, many people who live close by will still visit here, I'm one
of them. | found this “limbo island” back in the summer of 2021. Three man-filled hills
planted with bushes and young trees, enclosing a lagoon. Lake Michigan is before the
concrete steel dum. Crowds, gooses, and many animals are gathering on the 12th street
beach, which is connected to the entrance of Northerly Island, vibrating in the summer. In
winter, the scene of the island was as unnoticed as its own. Turbulent tide with chopping
wind smashed the beach. The beach is empty. Fences block the entrance of Northerly
Island. | sometimes turn over the fences, hiking to those hills. Snow covered the whole
island. Still, I could notice some footprints people left, a sandhill full of branches on top,
like @ mysterious ritual just happened before. The wind was roaring. On the southeast
end of this island, on the jagged boulders, graffitied “Tell your mom you love her” “You
made it". | went there several times. No one did it again. In 1933, Chicago held a famous
world fair called “Century of Progress™ on Northerly Island. In 1934, all the buildings made
a year ago had been destroyed, as nothing happened. At that time, no one graffitied
anything on jagged boulders. After | learned its history, | went back to the Island many
times, to explore the buried runway, the terminal building has now become a guest
center. The landscape seems like always belong to history. When | reviewed those
archival images, | witnessed a turboprop plane crash on the Island. It was a dark dark
night, snow covered the ground again.
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Designed using Adobe Photoshop Lightroom



